www.tana.org

Telugu Association of North America
< Volume-30 < Issue-7 < May 2023

A\t




We congratulate

ANA

on it’s
Successful completion of
22" National Conference

A real estate investment
firm that prides itself on
expanding your investment
portfolio while standing
firm on our commitment to
grow with you.

www.ilaninvestments.com * charlie.yalamanchili@ilaninvestments.com
(281) 444-1585 Phone °* (832) 415-0333 Fax Q)
4420 Cypress Creek Parkway * Houston, TX 77068 b



are O
Est. 1977
www.tana.org

Volume-30
May 2023

Issue-7

*

Sai Brahmanandam Gorti

Associate Editor
(India)
kathanaveen@gmail.com

*

A 501(c)(3) Certified Nonprofit Organization - Tax ID - 36-3060732
26233 Taft RD, Novi, MI 48374

The opinions expressed in
TANA Patrika belong to the
individual authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of

TANA or the Editorial Board.

N7

v

Our Mission
"To identify and address social, cultural and educational

needs of North American Telugu Community in
particular and Telugu people in general"

President
Anjaiah Chowdary Lavu
(770) 235-2709; president@tana.org

Executive Vice President
Niranjan Srungavarapu
(248) 342-6872; evp@tana.org
Immediate Past President

Jayasekhar Talluri
(631) 523-1999; jaytalluri@yahoo.com

Secretary
Sateesh Vemuri
(925) 989-4536; secretary@tana.org

Treasurer
Ashok Babu Kolla
(270) 293-0003; treasurer@tana.org

Joint Secretary
Murali Talluri
(216) 255-7066; mthalluri@gmail.com

Joint Treasurer
Bharath Maddineni
(678) 772-1681; bmaddine@gmail.com

Community Services Coordinator
Venkata (Raja) Kasukurthi
(201) 270-8648; vkasukurthi@gmail.com

Cultural Services Coordinator
Sirisha Tunuguntla
(904) 294-5655; siri.usal 5@gmail.com

Women Services Coordinator
Uma Katiki

International Coordinator
Venkata Hiteshwar Vadlamudi
hiteshvadlamudi@gmail.com

Sports Coordinator
Shashank Yarlagadda
6013450543; yshashi8@gmail.com

Councilor-at-large
Lokesh Naidu Konidala
(972) 853-7462; lokeshnaidu2000@gmail.com

Chairman, Board of Directors
Dr. Hanumaiah Bandla
(248) 788-9522

Chairman, Foundation
Venkataramana Yarlagadda
(601) 212-3298

Regional Coordinators

Nagamalleswara Panchumarthi

Appalachian

Srinivas Vuyyuru

Capital

Sateesh Kommana

DFW

Sunil Koganti
Mid-Atlantic

Hanumantha Cherukuri

Midwest

Pradeep Kumar Gaddam

New England

Vamsi Vasireddy

New Jersey

Dilipkumar Musunuru

New York; 5167387994

Srinivas Gogineni

North

Sai Bollineni

North Central

Padma Bhogavalli

North West

Ram Thota

Northern CA; (408) 393-6782

Ravi Vadlamudi

Ohio Valley

Sarit Kommineni

Rocky Mountains

Kishore Yarlagadda

South Central

Venkata Ramana Meesala

South East

Ratna Gummadi

South West; (713) 876-7919

Prathap Cherukuri
Southern CA



Remembering
NTR

3ot PP
88
26

Editorial

TANA President’s Message
TANA Executive Committee
TANA Regional Coordinators
TANA Board of Directors

TANA Foundation

TANA Foundation Donation Form

E°T° e3030€3
ooBerSe Sodes

S ©000H P

HoBS DerDHO

TANA Pittsburgh
Indoor Circket League

18

B0B-555 §98), 1088, a0
885 Bob- 1
46

DD - by KT [
- 55)98S SoxErWBS

5 -BE o
- S I%E B
Poem - Dear martyr,
- Haasini Paparaju
T, PSEr R0l
-8 @ers  zosd
(32




Hoddiavo

E0%i 05 Fered, Sao5eld, @otsed HIArEHS & Barsogen]

Fs S0 285 SoHITO SHSH FADHER, STS[ SEolr IS8, TRroRY) IS
2008, TN ST BewHTO (Hrddo 355 3525';5; a)é)ejg. DT 90T,
05505353_3@ 5§§e: D0 Sop ﬁ"b’a"‘g) @;oxé‘s Sozolo BHom® S @oﬁég 70000
Sp8. (95T S Sl ITYST, SYHDEM Jéf) ST FhodT, ToadcHd
PR =N Sogpgor Yot oM §%°w reo §e:{f>3"goz3. BeVIHSTD) SoFSermr $80IS
58 oRrTRY. 2.8, SreS® SFeod Sehad wov; 3.

SONOFRTY), FSGOT) TRPOR)E SDTFS (WP TUS0. SoIHTO 2T
¢ 55603 TITIrEoIN Nj. Ts FFN0D Sol3Nr0 G TUEITRY $ (HIX
@DrSoST z&aé@)é‘%c‘éo §‘U;), BT S0 B0 TEIoHPP 2.8 $oS5%%
Sabelo.

o] e BoST)To (B3 FONIS MHHED Soodore 3o§5-§’5'0’0'°§) FSuHod
EPEP. F00bFO, TRFOR® GELr oo SSjorerodd Sersrthen.

&S TP Srosfod® 50)838 Beomirod eedosByg) Mobdre S )Seia.
BN IS TFésd TS5 MOS0 E9)odS aizg_é; Poobore. P FracioEom, 35
égom FeszoS® Brodorod Je3 S, esaS PES HIS» 3‘&:@@2 2.3, %o:io
SoAod? S8m0)S PHSES 2678 &,

& 2023 $5rSTew & 7,8.9 SO0 HoRO)AW SiEod® mthibaron. Senlb
oYFe od eSEHoD ediher, EHer, EFSher IB)PD. Fe SarETe LHEP
28 (BE[E BoDE (FII)%H STl Soisbom HO)AG HREHTHI.

TP 508 oSt IT)TUD B
e9DSoBS ST
o JotL) @y Solo




< b S, 4 b Rl i e e SR
NS T = e, Caa D S T
LR \ B oo L\ A 77# y , S e ‘
b\ N TR O 7 s I
{ ‘;;':.\. N “.i;\, {
- 4
\-"4-‘.:. ':. N 1]
NN President’s Message |
S
N
N
< 3

ANJAIAH CHOWDARY LAVU
resident - 2021-23

S @8 TES0S, $gvged oidd HoarecHS &
DHgrzrofen!

(3O ToZgEF0 fodomr athHHI T SirEgrer HsF0

23789 38es° éea@oﬁﬁ SHES® 2386783, BevidaTO

SO| SR, SeoHOTO I GOST SrOEPACIS
| (RODSD TEDEEF JSoLHr0 SE ToRro) $SucHod
Y ST Fo SIFTS’ DBt TYHD BOAHFEIS
e S0 QRkT.
©OBTHOF & SPed Soopg eSO L‘g’ Sodaurd aro)d
02 SDEOM IF)RTYE) T TS SEHS SO
B0,

& Saraeod Senihd U‘@ge 5008 955500 S,
e, ETOaR, FAHHr IB)KD.

Sofies 580 (8 gebore, (B8 I w)oloS® b Sohs
QSO s SIrFRTO ($SGES,

THOE | I 2023 + 6

""" R B 5 S S B 1 S 1



f ot N P —— TS B A - -
Wk e > AN e
P e\t { RS NS \ e i) re &) vy
a MR\ - ) o Y 3 A gy
= _A\‘\ / dip \ Y /‘ -_ ‘ 4 / “*. N
F oS L7 N P PO
) ‘ i / 7::{':,;4‘
) M7
A7)
g
2 AL BB (SFE Sarse§ F Krme DT, SIS >
7y
v 5% Lé$§§oﬁ° ?D@ggldi?’ 231505 (@20 K 3Hod.

IRTHOG JoST08 e, e St (Bwgoer, SPHer
ESDP D)5,

s SsrBTe ‘6ocscg)ozrv 298 eomed?® Fden D%b@@m
Seid 5’2}"’65 derifoS® &geé 580 8 58 SOAoTR 539
D DorRTID. el Bk Sopddias, witono Fder,
esdoe Hédes, 8 TodERS- g0 SN e DB .

39 SOTP IH)BST T DT T ERTe ITEoSom HEY
0T, Botd Sewid> mtge‘f‘tiﬁ 5‘5‘:‘5\)5— Fodew TG
DT JIPSPTReY @OQRTYNL.

[
T POy ) bthen S EoS’ o ($8 Jer o FS
S0 TE[ED0S® $P08 FIIFTHOS ISHHIS T ;( :
($8ren DT[RT. 2™

IS~ Dot Héwow SHdom arar 2023 Sarddes )L
Afgzscthormr 2598550 aﬁﬁé:gaixw TToI S TS
ST SISO w:&f@@@m. s ‘X 3

AL\ e
o2 S
)
/

@oaofog wH0 oPY

7 & @ 2023 | THD

SR S TR R SR S R R SR S o R - R T SR S-S



TANA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 2021-2023

2 5 - N f
NlranJan Srungavarapu Jayasekhar Talluri Sateesh Kumar Vemuri
Executive Vice President Past President Secretary

Anj alah Chowdary Lavu

President

Ashok Babu Kolla  Murali Talluri ~ Bharath Maddineni Venkata (Raja) Kasukurthi Sirisha Tunuguntla
Treasurer Joint Secretary Joint Treasurer  Community Service Coordinator Cultural Service Coordinator

Uma Katiki Lokesh Naidu Konidala Venkata Hlteshwar Shashank Yarlagadda Tagore Mallineni
Women Services Coordinator  Councilor-at-Large Vadlamudi Sports Coordinator  Media Coordinator
International Coordinator

Srinivas Kukatla Srinivas Yalavarthy  Suresh Kakarla
Event Coordinator Membership Benefits Coordinator ~ Team Square Chair
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REGIONAL
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Nagamalleswara Panchumarthi ~ Srinivas Vuyyuru
Appalachian Capital

N w \
Hanumantha Cherukuri Pradeep Kumar Gaddam
Midwest New England
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South East South Central South West Southern California
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TANA FOUNDATION

Division of Telugu Association of North America (TANA)
A not-for profit organization, Tax ID 36-3060732

To Donate or pledge please visit www.tana.org/donate or
www.tanafoundation.org/donation or mail this form

are O
Est. 1977
www.tana.org

We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give.

( TANA FOUNDATION DONATION FORM \

Name (First, Last):
Address:
Email Address: Phone:

I would like to sponsor the following:

®  Orphanages: US$
®  Vaaradhi Us$
®  Scholarships ($250 each): US$
*  Eye Camp ($600)
(Requires filling the sponsorship form on the web): Us$
*  Cancer Camp ($1500 each): US$
®  Cleft Lip Surgeries ($250 each): US$
e Libraries ($500 each): US$
*  Other (Specify) US$
Frequency (Check one) : [ ]One time [ |Monthly [ |Yearly
Check Number: (Payable to TANA Foundation)

Credit Card Number:
Billing Address:
CV Code:

Please mail the completed form to:
TANA Foundation

Treasurer

26233 Taft Road,

Novi, MI 48374.

K For any questions or comments, please send an email to jaytalluri@gmail.com /
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TELUGU ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

CONNECTING PATIENTS WITH DOCTORS
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD

Services Available:

E:):‘ 5 :’ ® Family Medicine o Psychologist
S : ® |nternal Medicine Critical Care

® Cardiology / Neurocritical BT
® Orthopedics Care /Sleep Maedicine ket

® pPediatrics

Register yourself and join the Zoom call to get advice
from expert doctors from USA, UK, INDIA etc.

Registration Link:
www.eglobaldoctors.com

@
;j eGlobalDoctors
Care for better life

ANJAIAH CHOWDARY LAVU, President

RAJA KASUKARTHI
Community Services Coordinator

BHARATH MADDINENI HITESH YADLAMUDI
Joint Treasurer International Coordinator

VENKAT MEESALA

SouthEast Regional Coordinator TANA Cares Chair Yisitor Insurance & Medical Services Chair

SASHIDHAR JASTY ‘ NAGESH DODDAKA
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WWW.TECHINSURANCEINC.COM

YOUR EMPLOYEES HEALTH
OUR PROMISE

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR IT COMPANIES

BUSINESS INSURANCE

VISITORS INSURANCE

MURALI TALLURI
FOUNDER

+1(512) 917 - 8686

muralifdtechinsuranceinc.com

0 — AGENCY

O (512) 917-8686 Contact us:3000 Polar Ln, Unit#802
Fax:1-512-829-3488 Cedar Park ,TX,78613
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Cricket is more than just a sport. It has be-
come a way of life for millions of people
worldwide, fostering a spirit of sportsman-
ship and camaraderie that transcends borders
and cultures. Since 2019, the Pittsburgh In-
door Cricket League (PICL) has been run-
ning its indoor cricket league, and now, to-
gether with the Telugu Association of North
America (TANA), they have organized a
cricket tournament that will bring together
cricket enthusiasts from all communities and

TANA Pittsburgh
Indoor Cricket League

OFFICIAL SPONSOR

tana.org/

borders.

The tournament featured teams repre-
senting India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri
Lanka, providing a platform for players to
showcase their talent, skills, and promote
cross-cultural exchange. TANA and PICL
recognize the importance of organizing
events that cater to everyone's needs, and they
extend their gratitude to all the participants
for making the PICL cricket tournament a
grand success.

—————
Ieluqu!ssumlmﬂ'!nnnuen:a P
Adw @ i %
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JUST 7 KMS FROM IT HUB

I3.1cr*

onwards
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62 High-end Villas ranging 11 Acres, Tennis, Basket ball, 32,000 sq. ft. Play areas &
villas from 4,002 sq.ft. 73% Green & Shuttle courts & clubhouse Outdoor fitness
to 7,435 sq. ft. open spaces Cricket pitch station

+9196903 88888  \/||[LAASAM

Kapuluppada, Visakhapatnam
P Contact@villaasam.com
Visit www.villaasam.com AUGMENTED REALTY

*T&C Apply

Scan the code to
download our brochure
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Nandamuri Taraka Ramarao - NTR
On his Birth Centenary

i Nandamuri Taraka Ramarao, popularly
known as N.T.R, was born on 28th May in
Nimmakooru, Krishna Dt. His mother initially
wanted to name him after god 'Krishna', but
at his uncle's spontaneous comment 'Taaraka
Ramudu', he became Taraka Ramarao. Later
he was adopted by his uncle Raamayya.
Though he was born into an agricultural
family, his family put value on education and
his father took him all the way to the school
in the neighbouring village everyday, carrying
him on his shoulders. (Many sources told us
that he respected educated people throughout
his life and it was a considerable factor in the
selection of his later candidates for the
assembly polls- Yes, yes there were some
serious exceptions!- and in his selection of
people for other posts. One of the things that
he would often say about his controversial
second wife during the conflicts in the year
before his death was that 'aavida M.Phil
chesaaru. baagaa chaduvukunnaaru', as if the
degree itself validated her personal worth).
He was a good student performing well
in school and college (he flunked his
intermediate exams shortly after his marriage,
but went on to earn a BA in economics from
AC College, Guntur). Have you ever seen his
hand-writing? Try to get hold of the Telugu
film magazine- Vijayachitra's inagural edition
or their 20th anniversary special! It is really
beautiful. Apparently, he was a very good
artist, and even won a prize in painting
competitions at state level before his entry into
films. He presented a portrait of Subhas Bose
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to him when Bose visited Vijayawada.
Reportedly it was him that drew the original
sketches for his election symbols- cycle and
later lion.

He had his schooling at Municipal High
school, Vijayawada and S.R.R. College,
Vijayawada before joining A.C. College,
Guntur. One often quoted story is from his
intermediate days at S.R.R. College, where
Viswanaatha Satyanaaraayana was the head
of the Telugu Department. He was asked to
play a female role by Viswanatha, and with
great reluctance he played that role, but
refused to shave off his moustache, earning
the nickname 'Meesaala Naagamma'. At AC
College, he continued his activities in the
Dramatic Club, where he was associated with
Jaggayya, Mukkaamala and KVS Sarma.

He was still a 'raitu bidda' at his heart.
He was known in his native village for his
ability to tame the wayward bulls, and for
his bandlapandelu. During his college days,
his family went through a bad patch (his
family lost all their wealth through a series
of bad deals and loans) and young Ramarao
tried several things to make a living. He
supplied milk to the hotels and denizens of
Viajya-wada, and ran a 'Kiraanaa Kottu'
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things. (Also, in his early days in Madras,
there is an often told story about how the
penniless Ramarao went without a meal for
three days and did not let even his roommates
know. One of the roommates was Yoganand
who would go on to direct many films,
including NTR's own. Somebody that was
close to him told us that these experiences
shaped his later behavior. He was very much
against taking loans, and when he heard of
people going without food, he would feel that
pain. People say that this was partly behind
that two rupees a kg rice scheme.).

He was recommended to L.V. Prasad in
Vijayawada where he used to act in his own
National Art Theatre productions, formed in
his early college days (and on same lable:
NAT he produced some of his early gems:
Jayasimha, Panduranga Mahaatmyam,
Sitarama Kalyanam.) in 1947.

His first film
was Manadesam
(released in 1949,
after great produc-
tion delays; origi-
nally started way
back in 47/48) and
played the role ofa
police inspector.
Another  often
quoted incident
from this film: In
his very first scene,
that of a 'lathi'
charge, he swung
into action, brandi-
shing his 'laathi' and chasing the people, like
a bull in a china shop. When LV Prasad
angrily said that it was cinema and he was
only supposed to pretend and act, the puzzled
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NTR replied that "what is acting‘} '
Trying to be realistic?" and smiled
helplessly. 7
He signed his first role as a "
'hero' with B.A. Subba Rao and
was offered Rs. 1116. He went off
to Vijaya-wada and resigned the
job as sub-registrar at Mangala-
giri, at which he worked for only 3
weeks. Subbarao, who was an @2
addict of 'Western' movies always
liked the idea of a he-man playing
the lead role in his films as those
days there was a certain femininity
with the men playing hero's roles. Later he
recalled that "As he was approaching me
zooming and zooming in, I told my assistant
Tapi Chanakya
- that this is the
- man who shall be
. my hero!" And the
film was
 Palletoori Pilla, a
! big hit, the first
major film for the
music director
" Adinarayanarao,
a first joint starrer
" of ANR and NTR,
- who went on to
act in 12-13 films
together, many of
them regarded as
classics in Telugu

film history.

Portraying
realism was almost an obsession with NTR
right from Palletoori Pilla (1950) where he
did a bull-fight scene without a dupe and in
that process broke his arm. Here one can give
many examples- Another example is all the

TN ‘ 3 2023 @ 22

jewellary and ornaments shown in his
mythologicals is out of pure (heavy) metal,
as he was against wearing fake cardboard
ones.

NTR was also well known for his
excellent dialogue delivery and voice
modulations. It is the result of year long, hard
practice on the shores of Marina Beach in
Madras. This deep and sonorous voice helped
him later both in films and political life.

His other asset was his appearence. Tall
and lean (we are talking about his early days),
a sharp nose, a ready smile radiating from
his eyes, and curly hair, he was easily the
most handsome lead actor of that time.

His third film was (you will see a
different order in filmography. There it was
listed after date of release.) Mayaarambha,
a folklore drama. It was around the time 'the
father of Telugu Talkies' H.M.Reddi offered
him a role in his film and made him run
around his office. The next role as a hero
followed in Samsaaram and Shavukaaru
(Shaavu-kaaru was released much ahead of
the other afore mentioned three films.), both
under L.V. Prasad's direction, which turned
the tables in his favour. When Vijaya studios
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were“plann-ing something big, ‘Eo»produce
four films.under four top directors: (Patala-
bhairavi- K.V. Reddy, Malleeswari- B.N.
Reddy, Chandrahaaram- Kamalaakara,
Pellichesi Choodu- L.V. Prasad) he argued
and convinced them to assign the lead role
in all four films to him. His argument was
"if I am not successful in the hands of such
eminent directors, then there won't be any
chance of my succeeding on this line. If |
don't click in these films, I will give up my
film career and go back to my village." Only
after signing that exclusive contract, he went
and brought his wife and son to Madras. He
was paid Rs 500 a month plus 5,000 rupees
for a movie during his first year of contract
with Vijaya.

Patalabhairavi, an unprecedented hit,
was the turning point in his career, which
brought him the recognition as folklore mass
hero. NTR excelled as the young, innocent,
fearless "Tota Ramudu', intent on winning the
heroine against heavy odds. NTR now
became a star.

NTR, once established as a successful
actor, wanted to produce socially conscious
films under his NAT banner, with his brother
Trivikrama Rao as the producer. Their first
film was Picchi Pullayya, followed by Todu
Dongalu. His first two productions exposing
the state of affairs in the society, produced
with the ideals he followed, fared badly at
box-office, but only won critical acclaims
and some awards. His brother and co-
producer Trivikramarao wanted to return to
the native village after huge financial losses.
NTR persuaded him to have a last try. After
the failure of his non-commercial films, he
decided to make commercial/mass films
later, starting with the highly successful
Jayasimha (1955).
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The ﬁrs‘;godly’role, with whith e was
associated thzoughout his later life, came.n
Mayabazar as Krishna. Prior to that, he made
a brief appearance in the same role in
Ghantasala's own production Sontavooru
(1956), where, ironically, the audience did
not like him at all. A Tamil film, Sampoorna
Ramayanam, later dubbed in Telugu, was the
first film in which he played Rama's role.
The film that brought him instant fame for
playing a godly role was Sree Venkateswara
Mahatyam- made for 11 lakhs, the film made
a crore in 1960- on twenty prints. He acted
as Krishna in as many as 17 films out of 42
mythologicals (until 1985). He also literally
became the 'face' of many historical
characters like Krishnadevarayalu etc.

Two salient features of his own
productions were the 'negative-roles' he
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played, and the (re)introduction of new,
forgotten people from the industry. Consider
that M.S. RamaRao, a talented, excellent
singer, had a standard song in all his films;
Galipenchala Narasimharao, an old timer was
brought back after 10 years and gave us a
master piece: Sitarama Kalyanam; a new
music director (Vijaya) Krishamurthy was
given chance in Gulebakavali Katha,
Ramachandra Chitalkar was brought in to
provide music for his Akbar Saleem
Anaarkali; introducing new faces on the
screen etc. etc.

His positive interpretation of traditio-
nally negative roles like 'DuryOdhana’,
'Ravana' and 'Karna' won him critical
acclaim. In 1961, NTR wrote an article in
Andhra Patrika weekly- Naku Nachina Patra-
Ravana (reprinted in 1994 in Rachana
magazine, and 1995 TANA conference
souvenir). That article gives good insight into
NTR the man as well. Also, he was not shy
to play the role of 'Bheeshma' (when many
were against it! Chakrapani told him in his

TN ‘ 3 2023 @ 24

t‘ypicﬂ style, curtly? that he shodld tot do
that.); or as an old man and a ruffian in Raju-
Peda. (About NTR's role in Bheeshma: The
director BA Subbarao bragged to
Chakrapaani, 'Makeup baagaa kudirindi -
raamaaraavuni bheeshumdugaa evaroo gurtu
pattaleru.' Chakrapaani's acid retort: 'evaroo
gurtu pattani kaadiki aa vesham
raamaaraavutOo veyincatanedukoo. nuvve
veyaccugaa'.)

From the very first film of his, he
evolved an acting style of his own. He rarely
fumbled for words in front of the camera as
he always knew his dialogues thouroughly.

Well, he is known as deeply religious
and at times supersti-
tious too! For e.g. pre-
fering music director
T.V. Raju.

NTR had remar-
kable success as a direc-
tor too: Sitarama
Kalyanam was the first
film he directed, though
he didn't put his name in
the film credits. (Also,
he chose to play Ravana
and cast Haranath and #%
Geetan-jali as Rama
and seetha). Later, he directed Srikrishna
Pandaveeyam, Varakatnam, Dana Veera
Soora Karna etc.

His discipline was legendary. Until his
death, he woke up very early, did his daily
exercises, and was punctual for all his
appointments. In his forties, he learned dance
from the Kuchipudi dance maestro, Vempati
Chinnasatyam, for his role as the dance
teacher Brihannala in Nartanasala. In an
industry notorious for alcoho-lism, he kept
away from it. His unfailing courtesy to junior
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stﬁ?s ‘was also adefining characteristie of him.

His first 290 films may have grossed a
staggering Rs. 200+ crores. And in the first
22 years he only charged in thousands. His
first film as a hero, Palletoori Pilla was a
silver jubilee hit for which he was paid Rs.
1,116. He was paid Rs.7,500 forMayabazaar.

During the latter days of his film career,
he was still enormously popular though his
acting and physical appearance changed. The
earlier physical grace was gone and there
were very few directors that could handle
him. He became a carricature of himself. The
downfall of standards in present days Telugu
cinema is also partly attributed to him; he
started a new trend of films with lots of racy
lyrics and hip swinging dances with young
heroines, starting in mid-70s with Eduruleni
Manishi.

However, NTR's last film was his own
production of Srinatha Kavi Sarvabhowma-
with him, of course, playing the title role.
Directed by Bapu, the film was an artistic
feast, but a commercial disaster. The financial
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loss, & d not faze NTR. Hé: rep_bffedly tofd
Bapu, "Dont.worry baapu.gaaroo, picture
manam teeddaamanu_kunnatlu vaccindi.
chaalaa santosham. Dabbulu raakapote
raakapoyaayi."

As it must happen with everybody, he
died at the age of 73. Telugu film fans will,
however, remember him for a long time for
his many wonderful films and protrayals.
How can one forget the handsome young man
standing on the stairs, singing 'EmananE
chinnaari EmananE' in Shavukaru, the love-
lorn sculptor in Malleeswari, the mischie-
vous Krishna of Mayabazar, the doting
brother in Raktasambandham, the Ravana of
Sitarama Kalyanam, the Bheema of Pandava
Vanavasam, the rebellious young man
singing 'cEyetti jaikoTTu telugODaa' in
Palleturu, the valiant warrior Dana Veera
Soora Karna, the Adavi Ramudu, the
Krishnadevaraayalu... or even the NTR

cavorting a la Amithabh singing 'arerE,
vEsukonnaa khaaraa kil Lee'.
He was one of a kind.
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It all started with the
passion for food and a
simple idea. Within each
individual home is a
unique tradition and way
of cooking, using age-old
b ingredients and recipes
e ol passed down to
generations with love
and care. We gathered
a team of inspirational
women to share and
create their own reci-
pes to bring back
those nostalgic
flavours to you.

Our idea is to e

deliver this love h;w( ;

and care to your '
homes, in the form

of our mouth-watering
and remarkably fresh |
range of sweets, savou-
ries and pickles. Just
one taste will take
you back to your
sweet childhood
memories and
that's our guarantee!

TO ORDER FROM OUR EXQUISITE HANDMADE RANGE OF FOOD VARITIES
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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Haasini Paparaju

Dear martyr,

Recall, gentle martyr, that warmth-tinged emptiness
Of a shut eye?

We live yet under that very blood-bathed sky.

Dear comrade,

Our memories, now smudged

With your sacrifice and countless, gory generations,
Have come and gone-

Together,

We've uprooted vices long built in this bottomless Cavity,
Yet still they construct;

Alas,

They impale foundations of infatuation into unsteady topsoil,
Unwilling to dig deeper to reason;

They drill, instead, the practice of brand, of color, of privilege s
Into vulnerability of their own making; !
They yet divide fruitless acres of vitreous flesh : %

(Which you strove so selflessly to transcend) -
Still they are high-hearted than virtue and responsibility.
Alas,

A species lives isolated in this covered vision-globe

Thinking, embarrassingly, they rule all inside it
(How crude!),

TR ‘ 3 2023 + 60
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Unaware are they of the sliding Door -
That of the hundred starved follicle-guards,
And the open world they obscure beyond -
Still,

1 remember as if it were yesteryear, friend,

Our journeys to show our people the Land lost,
Beyond this familiar stink of greed and discrimination,
Beyond the dark vision-lids and gatekeepers (ready to lash!)-
Your speech's passion, your words' shivering-hot touch
With my now-lost belief that Man could live but here,
In this shallow, shallow hut.

Alas,

In final,

I'm afraid to attend you, Selfless One -

1t is apparent your sacrifice lies gravely unknown,
Engraved in cursive, a lunar lei of a billion white lies
(But what could have been done?)-

Goodbye then, gentle soul,

Bid adieu to the Equal World,

The Sunny World,

Our immature Mirage of equality and progression -

Till I see your form hence,
Till you see me thence.

These poems are excerpted from Haasini Paparaju's poetry book Erelong. Her
debut collection of poetry, Erelong explores the importance of self-knowledge
and rethinking how we characterize emotions, development, maturity, and hu-
mility. Haasini Paparaju is a high school junior, fond of writing and passionate
about its role in changing opinions, people, and societies.

You can reach out to her at poethaasini@gmail.com (her twitter handle is
@poethaasini). Erelong is available for purchase at amazon.com.
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