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We congratulate

ANA

on it’s
Successful completion of
22" National Conference

A real estate investment
firm that prides itself on
expanding your investment
portfolio while standing
firm on our commitment to
grow with you.

www.ilaninvestments.com ° charlie.yalamanchili@ilaninvestments.com
(281) 444-1585 Phone °* (832) 415-0333 Fax |
4420 Cypress Creek Parkway * Houston, TX 77068 S
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Est. 1977
www.tana.org

TELUGU ASSOCIATION OF
NORTH AMERICA

A 501(c)(3) Certified Nonprofit Organization - Tax ID - 36-3060732
26233 Taft RD, Novi, MI 48374

GBSO VROT BN DOPORD

Our Mission

"To identify and address social, cultural and educational

needs of North American Telugu Community in
particular and Telugu people in general"

President
Jayasekhar Talluri
(631) 523-1999; president@tana.org

Executive Vice President
Anjaiah Chowdary Lavu
(770)235-2709; evp@tana.org

Immediate Past President
Satish Vemana
(703) 731-8367

Secretary
Ravi Potluri
(267) 252-2496; secretary(@tana.org

Treasurer
Sateesh Vemuri
(925) 989-4536; treasurer@tana.org

Joint Secretary
Ashok Babu Kolla

| (270) 293-0003

- Joint Treasurer

The opinions expressed in
TANA Patrika belong to the
individual authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
TANA or the Editorial Board.

Venkat Koganti
(848) 203-2118

Community Services Coordinator
Malli Vemana
(646) 824-3349

Cultural Services Coordinator
Sunil Pantra
(248) 469-2349

Women Services Coordinator
Sirisha Tunuguntla
(904) 294-5655

International Coordinator
Lakshmi Devineni
(732) 822-2493

Sports Coordinator
Lokesh Naidu Konidala
(469) 585-9064

Councilor-at-large
Vinay Kumar Maddineni
(917) 685-4383

Chairman, Board of Directors
Harish Koya

(203) 521-6945

Chairman, Foundation
Niranjan Srungavarapu
(248) 342-6872

Regional Coordinators
Suresh Kakarla

Appalachian - (919) 370-0136
Anil. C. Uppalapati

Capital

Sambaiah Dodda

DFW

Satish Chundru

Mid-Atlantic - (717) 418-8324
Vijay Krishna Chilmakur
Midwest

Koteswara Rao Kandukuri
New England; (508) 287-5283
Raja Kasukurthi

New Jersey; (201) 270-8648
Sumanth Ramsetti

New York; (917) 399-0459
Kiran Duggirala

North; (732) 781-8102
Saivinodh Thotakura

North Central; (502) 418-2979
Devendra R Lavu

North West; (503) 780-7318
Rajanikanth Kakarla
Northern CA; (510) 509-8748
Srinivasa R. Yalavarthi

Ohio Valley; (732) 983-7841
Naveen Kalagara

Rocky Mountains; (480) 652-4455
Sridhar Talluri

South Central

Kiran Gogineni

South East; (347) 307-4457
Murali Talluri

South West; (512) 917-8686
Suresh C. Kandepu

Southern CA; (714) 623-9852
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Vadilaf

Ice creams

GIVSODS 93125773

Relish the most authentic Indian treats from Vadilal,
a brand with a 100-year-old legacy of
serving goodness and happiness.

NO EGGS.
NO PRESERVATIVES. n
NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS.



JAYASEKHAR TALLURI

President
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TANA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 2019-2021

=
Jayasekhar Talluri A] aiah Chowdary Lavu Satish Vemana

President Executive Vice President Past President

¢

Sateesh Vemuri Ashok Babu Kolla Venkat Koganti

Treasurer Joint Secretary Joint Treasurer

-~

Ravi Potluri
Secretary

Malli Vemana Sunil Pantra Sirisha Tunuguntla Lakshmi Devineni
Cummunity Services Cultural Services Coordinator Women Services Coordinator International Coordinator
Coordinator

Lokesh Naidu Konidala Vinay Kumar Maddineni Harish Koya Niranjan Srungavarapu
Sports Coordinator Councilor-at-large Chairman Chairman
Board of Directors TANA Foundation

STHOE  HF0 2021 + 8




Sambaiah Dodda

DFw

Devendra R Lavu
North West

REGIONAL
COORDINATORS

Suresh Kakarla
Appalachian

S o
Mid-Atlantic

Sumanth Ramsetti
New York

Rajanikanth Kakarla
Northern CA

Kiran Gogineni
South East

Sridhar Talluri
South Central

Vijay Krishna Chilmakur Koteswara Rao Kandukuri

Midwest

Kiran Duggirala
North

Srinivasa R. Yalavarthi
Ohio Valley

Murali Talluri
South West
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Anil. C. Uppaati
Capital

New England

Saivinodh Thotakura
North Central

Naveen Kalagara
Rocky Mountains

N
Suresh C. Kandepu
Southern CA




TANA BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 2019-2021

Dr. Hanumaiah Bandla
Director

Harish Koya

Chairman

Srinivas Lavu
Director

Dr. Nagendra Srinivas Kod

Murali Vennam
Secretary

Jagadish Prabhala

Treasurer

Director

ali Dr. Chowdary Jampala

Director

Jayasekhar Talluri
Ex Officio Member
President

M,
Sateesh Vemuri

Ex-Officio Member
Treasurer, EC

STHBE

Satish Vemana
Ex Officio Member
Past President

Niranjan Srungavarapu
Ex-Officio Member

Anjaiah Chowdary Lavu
Ex Officio Member
Executive Vice President

Ravi Potluri

Ex-Officio Member
Secretary, EC

§ A

£ * S
Ravi Mandalapu

Ex-Officio Member

Sasikanth Vallepalli
Ex-Officio Member

Chairman, TANA Foundation Secretary, TANA Foundation Treasurer, TANA Foundation

H@S0 2021 < 10



TANA

FOUNDATION

2019-2021

Hema C Kanuru
Joint Secretary

Srinivas Chand Gorrepati
Trustee

Niranjan Srungavarapu

Chairman

Ramakanth Koya
Trustee

)
Sivaram Yarlagadda
Trustee

Ravi Man alapu
Secretary

ny J_“
Sasikanth Vallepalli

Treasurer

Ravi Saminen
Trustee

P

Viswanatha Nayunipati
Trustee

Rao Yalamanchili
Trustee

Venkata R Yarlagadda
Trustee

Srikanth Polavarapu
Trustee

Suresh Puttagunta
Trustee

11 & PS8 2021 ST DS

Jayasekhar Talluri
Ex-Officio, President




TANA FOUNDATION

Division of Telugu Association of North America (TANA)
A not-for profit organization, Tax ID 36-3060732

To Donate or pledge please visit www.tana.org/donate or
www.tanafoundation.org/donation or mail this form

are O
Est. 1977
www.tana.org

We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give.

f TANA FOUNDATION DONATION FORM \

Name (First, Last):
Address:
Email Address: Phone:

I would like to sponsor the following:

®  Orphanages: US$
®  Vaaradhi Us$
®  Scholarships ($250 each): US$
*  Eye Camp ($600)
(Requires filling the sponsorship form on the web): Us$
*  Cancer Camp ($1500 each): US$
®  Cleft Lip Surgeries ($250 each): US$
e Libraries ($500 each): US$
*  Other (Specify) US$
Frequency (Check one) : [ ]One time [ |Monthly [ |Yearly
Check Number: (Payable to TANA Foundation)

Credit Card Number:
Billing Address:
CV Code:

Please mail the completed form to:
TANA Foundation

Treasurer

26233 Taft Road,

Novi, MI 48374.

\ For any questions or comments, please send an email to jaytalluri@gmail.com /
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PRESTIGIOUS GATED COMMUNITY BY N
e\ ) C)p
INDU INFRA PROJECTS S/ \&N Y

IN KURNOOL, A.P. 1\]&][VV][]L]LAS

AMENITIES

® Entrance Arch with Gate. ® Landscaped streets with avenue plantation.

® 24 hours security. ® Children’s park with Tot lot.

® Solar fencing. ® Underground drainage.

® CC cameras surveillance covering entire site. ® Underground electrical cables with street lighting.
® Intercom facility from security gate to all Villas. ® Walking track with Cobble stone paving.

,

Club House with Smimming Pool Childrens Play Area Well developed Graden Yoga& Gym Hall

INDU INFRA PROJECTS
H.No. 87/1165. Nagireddy Revenue Colony,
Beside HDFC Bank, Nandyal Road, Kurnool.

INDU :
Member Tel: 9393359907, 9949077633, 9848618949
CREDAT NERATROEEE www.induprojects.net

g Great Places fo Live
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‘ Paatabattalavaaru’ is a community, who
make their livelihood by selling balloons and
toys in fairs and festivals in India. This
innocent tribe does not know of any other
ways to earn. They lost their livelihood
because of pandemic and have been living
in debt since a year.

Rice bags have been donated on behalf
of Telugu Association of North America to
each of these 20 families to get them some
relief from the significant loss they suffered
during the pandemic.

Thanks a lot Reddy Raja Gopala Naidu

D@0 2021 + 18
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COVID Relief Donation to Paatabattalavaaru

of Abhimani Charitable Trust for planning
and carrying on this donation.

Thank you TANA Foundation Chair-
man Niranjan Srungavarapu for always
encouraging. Thank you President Jay Talluri
garu, Executive Vice President Anjaiah
Chowdary Lavu, Women Services Coordi-
nator, Tunuguntla Sirisha, International
Services Coordinator Laxmi Devineni for
your encouragement and support.

Financial support for this donation is
provided by TANA Committee Member
Bindu Tadivaka. e

I



EEARNING

WE ARE LOOKING NSz

Curie Learning is a leading provider of
customized after school learning programs for
students Pre-K through high school.

Our Programs:

e K to Grade 7 Advanced Math & English
program ‘
Specialized coaching for Magnet / Gifted and
Talented School Entrance
SAT/PSAT/ACT Specialized Coaching
Creative English Writing
Competitive Math Coaching A
S TE M Programs and other Academic Camps

To know more about franchisee
OTHER LOCATIONS opportunity write to :

Gainesville - VA | gainesville.va@curielearning.com rao@curlelearmg.com
Ellicott City - MD | ellicottcity. md@curielearning.com or call on
German Town - MD | germantown.md@curielearning.com
Edison - NJ | edison.nj@curielearning.com 703 582 0436 or 703 762 61 20
Exton - PA | exton.pa@curielearning.com
Cumming - GA | curie.atlanta@gmail.com

Frisco - TX | frisco.tx@curielearning.com
Troy - MI | troy.mi@curiglearning.com HERNDON.VA : herndon.va@curielearning.com

:!":‘“"“‘d' 'cx ﬁ'é’rm’;z'J‘a'g:‘i]‘:{é‘l’gm::;gc%%" SOUTHRIDING.VA : southriding.va@curielearning.com
ichmond - ; : ) 1 Y

Apex - NC | apexcurie@gmail.com ASHBURN.VA : ashburn.va@curielearning.com
Sunnyvale - CA | sunnyvale.ca@curielearning.com www.curielearning.com

One stop solution for your child's academic needs...

Corporate Centers
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What's Next For You?

www.digitaltimes.co

Q) +

Leverage Our
for Your Business Evolution With The times

Encinitas, USA; Hyderabad & Bangalore, India | hello@digitaltimes.co
+91 98480 16666
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T ANA NW volunteers provided pizza meals

to homeless at Salvation Army, Portland on Jan
30th, 2021, Saturday. Thanks to our sponsors,
Sailaja and Dev Lavu for their generosity.
Thank you, Padma Bhogavalli, Rajendra
Pendurthy and Regional coordinator, dev Lavu

£

for coordinating the event. 5S

iy )
|

TANA NW: Portland Events for February
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TANA—NW Portland volunteers

distributed Pizza meals at home-
less shelter in Portland. Thanks to
our sponsors- kalaiarasi and Bala
kopparthi for February 6th spon-
sorship, Indira and Sarath Thaduri
for February 8th dinner, Gowri
konduri and family on February
14th dinner, Divya Seepana and
Eswar pudi for February 15th
lunch. Thanks for being so gene-
rous towards the homeless people.
Special thanks to our regional
coordinator, Dev Lavu, Padma
Bhogavalli and Rajendra Pendur-
thy for coordinating this event. %
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Deetya Thogarucheeti

6th grader
Lakewood Elementary School
Modesto, CA

Follow
the Money

I was watching cartoons in
the living room when my
dad burst in, yelling,
"Amelia! Look at the news!
Look at the news!"

I nearly fell off the
couch. "Um, yeah, ok," I
said, fumbling for the re-
mote. I clicked a button, and
our town's news anchor,
Sarah Berry, came on the
screen.

"Today is a tragic day,
folks. According to my
sources, famous philanthro-
pist/entrepreneur Percy
Whittaker passed away in
his sleep last night due to a
malfunction in his RV's air
filter. He is best known for
his restaurant, Umami,
which, through his generous
spirit, gave free food to the
homeless and  held
fundraisers for other chari-
table causes. He is survived
by his son, daughter-in-law,
and his granddaughter
Amelia."
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I clicked the off button, but kept staring at
the screen. "What does this mean?" I said softly.

"It means Grandpa Percy is dead!" my dad
exclaimed.

"And you're happy?" I said, horrified.

My dad changed his expression. "No! I
mean, Grandpa Percy is dead. But..."

"But?" I asked.

"He left us $6.7 billion!"

I jumped up. "No way!" I yelled.

"Um, yes way! We are going to be rich!"

My mom walked into the room with a pa-
per in her hand. "Wait a sec. It says here he's leav-
ing it to Amelia."

"What? Let me see that." My dad grabbed
the paper. "Sweet corn and beans, you're right!
But..."

" get the money! Is that even legal?" I was
shocked.

"Um, apparently so!"

"What are we going to do?"

"It's okay," my dad said, "I doubt it'll make
a difference in anything." He was too cheerful to
let a small hiccup sway him.

"Amelia?" my mom asked softly. "Grandpa
Percy also left this for you." She handed me a
thick envelope. I stared at it, bewildered. I sure
hope Grandpa didn't lick this, I thought, as I fi-
nally managed to pry it open. Inside was a letter,
which [ unfolded and smoothed out the creases. |
glanced at Mom before reading it silently.

Dear Amelia, it began, If you are reading
this, I am probably dead. Don't worry, I am ready
for this, and [ know you are too. The reason I left
all that money to you is because of something I
told you a very long time ago. When you were
just five years old and you wouldn't go to bed.

I searched my mind, when one small little
memory came to me.

I was in bed. "Tell another story, Grandpa,"
I giggled. "Well, you've already had three. But I
suppose I could tell one more," he replied.

"Once upon a time," he began, "there was a
girl. Her name was Amelia, and she went to bed."

"Hey! That's a fake story!" I exclaimed,

laughing. "You are very smart, grandpa. Tell an-
other one!"

"Oh-ho-ho, I'm not the smart one. Kids are
smarter than adults. We are blinded with the de-
sire of money, and power, that we forget what
life is really worth. Kids truly know."

I blinked tears out of my eyes and kept reading.

You must stay strong. Use this money, not
for your own personal gain. You may dedicate a
portion of it to yourself, but I trust that my amaz-
ing granddaughter will find the most charitable
cause to donate to.

Love, Grandpa.

P.S. Guess what? You also get my jet!

I looked up. "Wait a sec, I get his jet?"

&

Mr. Whittaker waited for his daughter to
walk out of the room before turning to his wife.

"This is getting out of hand," he said, and
Mrs. Whittaker nodded. Suddenly, he had a
proposition.

"I have an idea ! What if we plan an elabo-
rate scheme to get the money for ourselves? 1
mean, clearly my father was a little bonkers when
he wrote the will. Who leaves $6.7 billion and a
jettoan 11 year old?"

Mrs. Whittaker was taken aback. "To be
honest, that sounds kind of criminal," she replied,
"but you're right. Amelia is too young to know
just how precious this inheritance is. But my only
question is, what are we going to do?"

Mr. Whittaker scratched his head. "I don't
know," he admitted. He racked his brain for ideas,
when he found the perfect one.

"Well, I watched this movie once," he be-
gan. Suddenly, they both turned to each other.

"Ocean's Eleven!" they said at the same
time.

&

Isighed. I had thought, at first, having $6.7
billion wouldn't be that hard. But by now, I had
already made three phone calls to the bank, drawn
five plans for how I could spend the money, and
searched the Internet eight times for charitable
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causes.

"Knock-knock!" my mom said at the door.
"You look tired!"

"Yeah, I'm just really confused about this
money."

She walked over to me. "It seems like you
need a money manager. You know, I dabble-"

"Oh my goodness, you're right!" I jumped
up. "I do need a money manager! And I know
exactly who it should be!"

"Me?" my mother asked, her eyes gleam-
ing.

"You? No," I scoffed. "Murphy!"

"Murphy? You mean that geeky friend of
yours who prefers celery sticks over jello?"

"Mom! Murphy's awesome! And besides,
she's not geeky anymore. She went to business
camp to learn how to be a money manager and
now she's all adult-y and business-y!" I grabbed
my phone, dialed Murphy, and sashayed out of
the room, my voice trailing. "Guess what,
Murphy! I have the perfect opportunity for you!"

®

Mr. Whittaker stood outside, covering his
face with his hand. He had been at the Little Town

Private Airport for two hours now to help me prep
the jet.

"Ugh," he said aloud. "Amelia, why are we
doing this?"

"Because," I retorted, "I'm going to Yemen,
Asia."

"But why?" her dad whined.

I rolled my eyes. "I'm trying to help peo-
ple!" I snapped. "Some people don't have clean
water from a faucet like you do! They catch chol-
era from dirty water and die! So stop acting like
a baby and be more like a dad!"

Before we could argue more, a man in a
neon orange vest came up to them and said to
me, "The jet's ready."

I thanked him and walked up the stairs.
When I got to the last step, however, I turned
around and waved goodbye to my dad. Mr.
Whittaker waved back, fake-smiling. I walked in,
and Mr. Whittaker reverted back to his sneer.

&

A few yards away, Mrs. Whittaker and
Murphy were talking.

"So, I hear you're a fancy businesswoman
now," Mrs. Whittaker said, smoothing down her
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pantsuit.

"So they say," Murphy replied, not even
bothering to look at Mrs. Whittaker as she filed
her nails into a sharp point.

Mrs. Whittaker had had enough of this. She
grabbed Murphy by the shoulder and whispered
into her ear. "Now, listen here. I'm here to make a
deal. So you better listen, or face the conse-
quences."

Murphy finally looked up. "Oh, nice
pantsuit!" she exclaimed.

"Oh, you like it? I made it myself!" Mrs.
Whittaker replied enthusiastically. "Now how
about we make a deal?"

"Mmm, [ might be amenable. Maybe make
some of those pantsuits for me, and I could do
what you want," Murphy responded. "By the way,
what even is it that you want?"

Mrs. Whittaker sighed. "Oh, you know, just
a tiny favor. All you have to do is watch Amelia
and relay all the important details about her bank
account and her actions regarding money."

"You mean spy on my best friend!" Murphy
blurted. "NEVER!"

"Shhh!" Mrs. Whittaker whispered, look-
ing around nervously, before realizing that I was
already in the plane. She resumed the conversa-
tion.

"Oh, that's such a shame," she agonized. "I
just received a shipment from Indonesia. Cash-
mere, you see, and I was saving it just for you..."

Murphy looked torn. She looked at the
plane, then Mrs. Whittaker, then the plane, be-
fore she stopped at Mrs. Whittaker.

"Fine," she growled. "But you better stick
by your word. And no fakes, either. I can tell fake
cashmere from real cashmere with my eyes
closed."

Suddenly, I popped my head outside.
"Mom!" I shouted. "Stop bothering Murphy! And
Murphy, get on here! We're leaving soon!"

Murphy yelled back that she was coming,
and as soon as my head disappeared out of the
doorway, Mrs. Whittaker smiled at Murphy, and
they shook hands. Murphy ran to the jet, while

Mrs. Whittaker walked over to Mr. Whittaker.

"Our plan is working perfectly," she told
him. "Murphy's spying on Amelia. We'll have her
bank account password in no time."

"Wouldn't have it been easier if we had
asked Amelia for her bank account password?"
Mr. Whittaker replied.

"Oh my goodness, you're right," Mrs.
Whittaker realized. "But let's evil-laugh anyway."

"Muahahahaha!" Mr. Whittaker laughed,
rubbing his hands together nefariously. Mrs.
Whittaker did the same thing.

&

As I snacked on some salted peanuts, |
couldn't help but wonder what was wrong with
Murphy. A private jet was Murphy's dream! But
all Murphy did was just lounge on the couch
watching TV and avoiding my gaze, like she was
hiding something from me. Suddenly, Murphy's
voice snapped me out of my thoughts.

"Guess what?" she exclaimed. "I found this
awesome room! It's full of art supplies!"

"Art supplies?" I asked. "Odd. But let's go
check it out anyway!"

We skipped out of the room. Murphy's fine,
I thought. See?

S

Kristen had known Amelia for a very long
time now. After all, they were best friends. Kristen
had always thought of Amelia as a quiet and grate-
ful girl with principles. She was the perfect grand-
daughter to someone like as Percy Whittaker. But
now that he was gone, Kristen was worried. She
was worried that Amelia would let all that money
go to her head. She was heading over to Amelia's
house now, and she resolved to keep Amelia sane,
because she knew what money could do to peo-
ple. She opened the door of Amelia's house with-
out knocking, because Amelia could always sense
Kristen coming. But she wasn't greeted with the
enthusiastic greeting she always got. Instead, she
heard low whispers coming from the living room.

"Shh, John! Someone could hear you!"
Kristen heard Mrs. Whittaker murmur. Kristen
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flattened herself against the wall outside of the
living room and listened.

"If we are going to carry this out before Amelia
comes back from Yemen, we have to move
quickly," Mr. Whittaker said. "Remember, once
Murphy relays the bank account password, we
have to go to the bank and move the money into
our account."”

Yemen? Kristen thought. In Asia? Why is Amelia
going there? And why would Murphy, our best
friend, relay a password?

"Nice job getting Murphy to spy for us." Mr.
Whittaker grinned evilly. "That girl is so gulli-
ble. Cashmere pantsuits?"

Murphy is spying on Amelia! Kristen's fists
clenched. I am going to kill her!

"I know," Mrs. Whittaker agreed. "And

Amelia is going all the way to Yemen with her.
To bring clean water to the poor, can you believe
it? Instead of giving her precious parents the
money, she's giving it to the poor."
Wait a sec. Kristen pondered this. Amelia's par-
ents are trying to steal Amelia's inheritance! I was
wrong! I shouldn't have suspected Amelia! I
should have suspected her parents!

She had to do something. She whipped
around, much to the surprise of Mr. and Mrs.
Whittaker, and yelled, "You're not stealing the
inheritance on my watch!" She managed to grab
the phone out of Mrs. Whittaker's hands. "And
you're not getting the account password anytime
soon!" she growled. "I'm calling Amelia!" The
parents were too shocked to respond.

Kristen dialed Amelia, but got voicemail.
"Oh, she's already in Yemen. There's definitely
no cell service!" She whipped around to the
adults, who were cowering behind her.

"You're staying here, until Amelia comes,

and you better pray I'll go easy on you," she
hissed. Mrs. Whittaker whimpered.
In about fifteen minutes, Kristen had duct-taped
them to a chair, called her parents to say she was
sleeping over at Amelia's, and had started mak-
ing grilled cheese sandwiches.

As Mrs. Whittaker inhaled the scent, Mr.
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Whittaker was trying to wriggle out of his duct-
tape trap. But when Kristen turned around, they
both hummed nonchalantly.

"You're not getting any of these, you know,"
Kristen muttered. "Awwww," Mrs. Whittaker
complained, before Mr. Whittaker kicked her. But
this caused Mr. Whittaker's chair to fall over,
along with Mrs. Whittaker's chair. All the ruckus
made Kristen turn around again.

"Oh my goodness, seriously?" Kristen
glared at them as she untangled the mess of duct
tape they were in. "How am I ever going to spend
three days with you guys until Amelia comes
back?"

- THREE DAYS LATER-

Kristen mopped her forehead, but kept
scrubbing the kitchen counter. After she had tired
of grilled cheese for breakfast, lunch, and dinner,
she had decided to let Mrs. Whittaker make some-
thing. Little did she know that Mrs. Whittaker
was going to make her "signature chicken pot
pie," which involved three cups of flour used and
seven cups spilled. Unfortunately, Mrs. Whittaker
decided to use that formula for every ingredient.
Well, at least Amelia's coming today, she told
herself. Then I can finally get away from these
dummies. She looked back at Mr. and Mrs.
Whittaker, who were trying to free themselves
by bulging their tiny muscles. Ugh. Kristen shook
her head.

All of a sudden, the doorbell rang. "Oh,
thank goodness! Amelia's here! I'm freeeee!"
Kristen ran towards the door, and opened it.

"Kristen? What are you doing here?" 1
asked, bewildered. Murphy walked up next to me.

"Murphy," Kristen growled. "I'll tell you
what I'm doing here! Come on!" Murphy and I
followed her into the kitchen, where Mr. and Mrs.
Whittaker were duct-taped to the chairs.

"Mom? Dad? What's going on?" I was
shocked.

Kristen put her hands on her hips. "I caught
these two whispering about a plan to get their
hands on your bank account password and trans-
fer all the money into theirs!"



"What?" I scoffed. "That's not possible. I
never told them the bank account password. The
only people who know the password are me, the
bank, and..." I whirled around.

"Murphy?! How could you?" Murphy cow-
ered under my glare. "You're fired!"

"I'm sorry-they offered me cashmere
pantsuits!" Murphy turned around and ran out the
door.

I turned back to my parents. "Mom? Dad?
I am so disappointed in you! I really thought you
knew what Grandpa really wanted!" I fled to my
room.

Kristen sighed. "You two are like cartoon
villains: you're weird, evil, and don't know any-
thing at all." She unwrapped the duct tape.

&

I walked towards the bench Murphy was
sitting on, put my hands in my pockets, and
breathed in the fresh autumn air.

"Thank you for coming," she began. "I just
wanted to say sorry. I was selfish, greedy, and I
let money get in the way of our friendship."

"It's okay." Amelia shifted. "I'm just sad that
my parents are so blinded with their greed. They're
totally different people now. I just want it to go
back to how it used to, when we were fine, and
we only ever had brushes with money when we
visited Grandpa."

"You know, I might have an idea for that,"
Murphy remarked. "So here's the plan."

&

Mr. and Mrs. Whittaker had just closed their
eyes to sleep when they heard a low moan.
"Oooooh," a deep voice said. "Oooooh!"

"Um, hello?" Mr. Whittaker called out into
the darkness. Suddenly, he saw a white silhou-
ette against the darkness. "Who are you?"

"I... am your father!" The white silhouette
whipped around, revealing the ghostly, transpar-
ent figure of Percy Whittaker.

Mrs. Whittaker screamed. "Oh, um, wait!
I'm not going to kill you or anything! I just want
to talk to you," the ghost reassured her. Mrs.

Whittaker took a few deep breaths.

"Well, hello, my children," the ghost began.
"I thought I would never have to go back to Earth
again. But [ was wrong."

"Son," Percy Whittaker said, turning to Mr.
Whittaker, "I raised you to know the importance
of charity and generosity. I raised you not to let
money, or greed, or power blind you. You, of all
people, should've known that money doesn't buy
happiness. But you went astray. You scorned
Amelia for using the money to help people that
were less fortunate than us." The ghost moved
closer. "You broke my trust in you."

He turned to Mrs. Whittaker. "And you. 1
must say I didn't have much trust in you, but I
never expected you to do this! Bribe an innocent
child to spy on her best friend so you could steal
from her? And your own daughter too!"

"Do you know what I wrote in that enve-
lope? To Amelia? I told her that she had to stay
strong, and that she knew inside what she should
use that money for. And that was why I left it to
her, not you. You betrayed me. What do you have
to say for yourselves?"

Mr. Whittaker cleared his throat. "I'm-I'm
sorry, Dad. You're right in every single way. We
were blinded by greed, and we sure didn't set a
good example for Amelia. Family is more impor-
tant than money."

The ghost nodded. "You're absolutely right.
Now, go back to bed. I can't go 'up there' with
people watching, and it's movie night. I'm not
missing Casablanca!"

Mr. and Mrs. Whittaker chuckled, and went
back to sleep.

After I decided it was safe, I threw off the
bed sheet I was wearing, and stepped off my stilts.
I then carried these outside, where Murphy was
standing.

"Did it work?" Murphy questioned. "Did
they believe you were Grandpa Percy?"

I lugged the heavy stilts into the closet and
smiled. "Yep! Nothing's more important than fam-

ily. %

45 % P80 2021 | STHBE




A Mother’s Kiss

Met the darkness, the eyes opened fto,
To greet the dazzle did they beseech,

So greatly protected and nurtured,

Hath been that cot in the soil beneath.

The bright sky out there was devoured,
By the majestic cloud with respect due,
The yellow, once shaded, now altered-
The vault above to a darker hue.

The cloud peered at the tot in the soil,

Feeling a motherly love - hitherto unknown,

The wind went by caressing ever so gently,
That little seed, not long back sown.

The engulfed loam was now tearing open,

Followed by it was a blaring thunder strike,

But now I see, but now I wonder;
Hath there ever been a born
without a mother's cry?
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A cry so painful yet, wonderful,
A bliss, a happiness so profound,
The cloud shedded droplets were
now gushing down,
Like a mother's call did they sound?

With the tear drops touching the ground,
The most endeared the skies earned,

The light now open to those blinking eyes,
The commence of a new living to this world.

Once again hath the winds come by,
Hugging the new one to them closely,
The cold air was suddenly replaced,
By a warmth so fond, so motherly.

The sky now seeing the new for the first,
Coloured itself with all seven,

How less could this be to a mother's kiss?
Says the Almighty, says all heaven!!
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Dear TANA Members,

Please visit http://matrimony.tana.org, for the new registrations. We encourage our single members to enroll
and all others to share this information with their family and friends. We are excited and hoping this initia-
tive leads to many success stories. TANA Matrimonial website not only allows our users to search for a
future life partner but also offers a parenting network for families to interact with each other.

Telugu Association of North America
£5e3ty uﬁhﬂsa aenl‘h nmqn:m

wwwwwwwwww
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REGISTRATION
for more details

\ visit websi:;)g

JAY TALLURI ANJAIAH CHOWDARY LAVU  NIRANJAN SRUNGAVARAPU  HARISH KOYA  RAVIPOTLURI
President - TANA Executive Vice President Chairman - TANA Foundation Chairman-BOD  General Secretary

=t . - WOMEN CO-ORDINATORS :

3 Sailaja Challapalli - Co-chair
CONTACT : R HTES 14D Padmaja Nannapaneni : 732-213-9659
matrimony@tana.org Sowmya Devabhaktuni : 732-789-7813
tﬁﬁl:ﬂl DEVINENI Soumya Chirra : B45-558-7979
Pha' 732.822.2493 Jagadeesh Kanuru - Advisor Shilpa Reddy - 848-248-1839
mairimony dani@tanaiory Padmaja Bevara : 703-728-4638
: ; Sateesh Vemuri - Advisor Sureesha : 609-532-2543
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i ( | INTEREST
UNDAVALLI TILL POSSESSION

CONSTRUCTIONS

668 LUXURY APARTMENTS

2 Biik, 3 Bhk, 4 Bhk & 4 Bhk Duplex from
1200 SFT - 4160 SFT LUXURY FLATS

Club House / Swimming Pool / Kids Pool / Multi-Purpose Function Hall / Mini Theatre
Amphitheatre / Cafeteria / Well Equipped Gymnasium / Aerobics / Meditation Hall / Jogging Track
Yoga Room / Health Spa / Children's Play Area / Outdoor Cricket Court / Basket Ball Court
Badminton Court / Shuttle Court / Elder Parks / Squash Court/ Table Tennis / World Class Sports

=THICS.COM

+91963293-2953[\ND\91

CREATIVE

Design By

LETS YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE

- .
PR AV AS on VJA - GNT National Highway at KAZA TOLL PLAZA

Your Heaven on Earth
—_— ¥
Bank Loans Available

® +1314 256 9132 (USA) 88 99 11 8888 (INDIA) © sales@ucplio © www.ucpl.io
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