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SRI SITARAMA KALYANAM CELEBRATIONS
Across the USA

We at TANA Patrika are happy to bring our readers

a few glimpses of recently concluded festivities.

T ANA has facilitated Sri Sitarama Kalyanam to be celebrated across the USA. On this
occasion, TANA President, Mohan Nannapaneni observed that the divine couple, Sitaand
Srirama, represent an ideal of marriageto Telugu people. Though TANA had hosted events
like Srinivasa Kalyanam in the past, thisis the first time that an authentic Telugu temple
celebration is being organized all across the US, the entire tour spearheaded by TANA.
Mohan, in his message, expressed his sincere appreciation of the support from the vari-
ous temples and local Telugu organizations. TANA committee members and volunteers
are providing crucial support in their cities.

Subbarow Chennuri, editor and publisher of Telugu Times, is officiating as the national
convener of thistour. Herecountsit as hisgood fortune to be entrusted with such respon-
sibility, which involved seeking permissionsfrom various government agenciesin the erst-
whileA.P., and also seeking the sanction of thereligiouseldersof thetemple. He expressed
satisfaction over the success of the concluded events and hoped that Telugu people will
utilize the opportunity by attending the remaining programs in large numbers.
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The Priests

A team of priests from the Bhadrachalam Temple is conducting this auspicious cer-
emony in thirteen cities, according to the authentic temple traditions, with conse-
crated moortis brought from Bhadrachalam.

The team is led by the head priest of Bhadrachalam temple, Sriman Podicheti
Sitaramanujacharyulu. Senior priest and Vedic scholar, Sriman Gudimella
Muralikrishnamacharyulu has been acting as the commentator, providing engaging
and captivating commentary on the Kalyanam proceedings. Koti Ramasvarupa
Raghavacharyulu, Koti Srimannarayanacharyulu and Perambudur Madanamohana
charyulu assisted the head priest in conducting the ceremony efficiently.

The Kalyanam Ceremony

The consecrated moortis of Srirama, Lakshmana, Sita and Hanuman are brought to
the stage amidst applause from devotees, accompanied by all the royal signs of
Srirama - the white umbrella, the flag, The Sankha and Chakra (conch and discus).
The priests declare the sankal pam of the wedding, inviting the devoteesto join. The
divine captain Vishvaksenaisworshipped, to remove al obstacles. Then Punyahava-
chanam is performed with raksha bandhanam and moksha bandhanam. All the ma-
terials used in the wedding process are sanctified during this process.

This opens the stage to the actual wedding, starting with the recitation of Kanya-
varanams. The priests recite the lineage of both the bride and the groom. After ap-
propriate steps, on the auspicious time, the priests place jeelakarra-bellam on the
heads of Srirama and Sita moortis, signifying their union. The mangalyam is wor-
shipped with appropriate vedic rituals and Mangalya dharanam is performed while
the devotees rejoice with chants of Jaya Jaya Rama. They conduct playful events
like banthulaata, with recitation of the Tamil poem "vaaranam aayiram" that was com-
posed for Godadevi's wedding with Sriranganatha. The event concludes with offer-
ing of karpura neergjanam and benedictions from the four vedas.

DETROIT, Ml

Detroit Telugu community was fortunate to host and witnessthe very first Kalyanam
in this auspicious tour. The event was celebrated in grand style at Sri Venkateswara
Temple in Novi, MI on August 9. Prasad Pinnamaneni, Sarada Gullapalli, Udaya
Kumar Chapalamadugu, Prasad Ravipati, Padma Sanam, Venu Surapargju and sev-
era other trustees took active part in the event. Hundreds of devotees attended and
sought the blessings of the divine couple. The proceedings and some of the back-
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Detroit, Ml

Columbus, OH

Columbus, OH

Detroit, Ml

Cleveland, OH
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ground stories were narrated in an engag-
ing manner by Sriman Gudimella
Muralikrishnamacharyulu.

COLUMBUS, OH

Telugu association of Central Ohio (TACO)
with the support of Bharateeya Hindu
Temple has organised the Bhadrachala Sita
Rama Kalyanam in Columbus, OH n Sun-
day, August 10.

TACO made elaborate arrangementsin the
YaagsalaAuditorium of Bharateeya Hindu
Temple with beautiful decorations, alarge
specially built stage and seating arrange-
ments for devotees. The Yaagasalalocated
next to a lake and the good weather with
cool breeze set a pleasant backdrop. More
than 600 devotees, wearing traditiona pattu
sarees and pattu panchalu participated in
the divine wedding. Traditional prasadam
of panakam and vadaappu were distributed,
the event concluding with M aha Prasadam.
Many participating devotees expressed the
joy they derived from attending the beau-
tifully conducted event.

CHICAGO, IL

The Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago
(Lemont, IL) hosted the divine Bhadra-
chala Srisitarama K ayanam on August 16.
TANA President, Mohan Nannapaneni at-
tended the event and presented the tradi-
tional new silk clothesto thedivine couple.
Leaders and members of other Telugu as-
sociations such as TAGC, TTA, ATA, and
otherstoo graced the occasion and took part
in the celebration. TANA Foundation

Chicago, IL

trustee, Hema Kanuru coordinated the
local efforts that included beautiful
stage decorations of the wedding
venue.

Mohan Nannapaneni, along with the
national coordinator, Subbarow
Chennuri, expressed gratitude to the
local organizers and volunteers who
made the event a success.

CLEVELAND, OH

Bhadrachala Srisitarama Kalyanam
was conducted on August 17 at the
Sree Venkatesvara Temple in
Richfield, OH with great pomp and
vigor. Local TANA volunteer, Ashok
Kollatook the responsibility for orga
nizing the event which was attended
by several hundred devotees. Both the
organizers and participants expressed
satisfaction that such arare event was
celebrated in their city.

JACKSONVILLE,
FL and ORLANDO, FL

Shirdi Sai Society of Northeast Florida
hosted the Bhadrachala Srisitarama

11 C3powb 2014 | o598



Kayanam on August 23 in the Jack-
sonville area, while the program at
Orlando was celebrated on August
24 by Hindu temple of Central
Florida. Venkat Karnati and team or-
ganized the Jacksonville event.
Srinivas Jarugula supervised the lo-
cal facilities and more than 500
devotees have attended in both lo-
cations.

MIDDLETOWN, CT Jacksonville, FL

Telugu devotees of New York and
Connecticut regions had the oppor-
tunity to witness Srisitarama
Kayanam on August 30 at the Sri
Satyanarayana Temple (CVHTYS).
TANA Regional Representative,
Ram Yalamanchili greeted the devo-
tees and thanked the local organiz-
ersfor their support. Over 150 fami-
lies attended and took the blessings.

Connecticut, NE

YET TO TAKE PLACE

September 1
Boston, MA: Shree Swaminarayan Temple, Lowell, MA;
Ammani Dasari (781 264 2223)

September 7
Charlotte, NC: Telugu Association of Greater Charlotte Area;
Purushottam Gude (704 649 4440)

September 13
LosAngeles, CA: Sri Lakshminarayan Mandir;
Lakshman Koka (562 805 5652)

September 14
San Jose, CA: Sunnyvale Hindu Temple;
Raj Bhanot (408 687 1955)

STHOE | DRowd 2014 12




Bone Marrow Registration Drive

in Chicago

Certain blood related diseases such as leukemia can only be treated
through bone marrow transplant which helps generate new healthy
blood in the patient's body. A matching donor is more likely to be
found from within the same ethnic group as the patient than from any
other group. South Asian population in the United States is one of the
fastest growing demographics but makes up a disproportionately
small portion of bone marrow registered donors. Many South Asians
in the United States with leukemia or a cancer of the blood are hard-
pressed to find suitable donors.

TANA, aongwith SAMAR (a non-profit dedicated to bone marrow
registry) organized aregistration drive at the Hindu Temple of
Greater Chicago in Lemont, IL on June 28. Anvesh Jalasutram
spearheaded the effort, and necessary arrangements were made by
TANA Regional Representative, Rgani Akurati. By the end of the
drive, more than a hundred people added their names to the registry.
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Backpack Donation

Dallas-Fort Worth, TX

Every year before the schools re-open in USA, TANA conducts backpack
donation programs in various cities across the country. This program has
been initiated by TANA severa years ago to give back to the community
where we live. Following the tradition, this year in the month of August,
TANA Dallas team with the support of Telugu Association of North Texas
(TANTEX) organized successful backpack programsin various schoolsin
the Southwest region.

500 backpacks have been do-
nated to needy childreninthe
under privileged communi-
tiesin City of Fort Worth,
HED Independent School
District in Euless, and Hope
Medrano Elementary School
in Dallas. For the donation
program in Fort Worth, we
partnered with Brighter Out-
look Community Center. This
programisattended by Fort Worth City Mayor Betsy Price, Texas State Rep-
resentative Nicole Collier, City of Fort Worth Councilwoman GynaBivens
and representatives from Dallas Cowboys and Home Depot. They all ap-
preciated our backpack programs and our service initiative of "giving back
to the community”. Dallas City Council Member Adam Medrano attended
the donation program in Dallas and appreciated TANA and TANTEX for
this gesture of support and kindness which will provide the much needed
initiative and good start for the needy families with children getting back
to school. The students and faculty at these schools appreciated the gener-
osity of Telugu community.

Speaking about the successful donation programs, Dr. Rajesh Adusumilli,
TANA Southwest Regional Representative, thanked all the donors and
volunteerswho donated their money, time and energy to make this program
successful. He a so thanked Ramu Narne, Chairperson for TANA Backpack
Program and TANA President Mohan Nannapaneni garu for their leader-
ship in making this program a grand success.
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TANA Mid-Atlantic divison, New Jersey team conducted B| OOd
blood drive along with SURE Vision Foundation anonprofit ]
organization on August 9th, 2014. Red Cross had performed Donation
the blood drive camp. There were more than 30 blood donor Dr ive | n
volunteers. With ‘ Give back to Community’ as the slogan,
New Jersey TANA team members Vidyadhar Garapati and NJ
Srinivas Oruganti organized this event under Regional
Representative Ravi Potluri’s leadership. Other TANA
members NRC Naidu, Raghu Yeddulapalli, Sreedhar
Vasireddy and a few others donated blood. TFAS Ex-
President Manju Bhargava also attended the event, and her
husband Mr. Mohan Bhargava donated blood for this noble
cause. There were more than 30 individuals that donated
blood. Our sincere thanks to TANA leadership President
Mohan Nannapaneni, Secretary Satish Vemanagaru for their
encouragement and support.

Oi0HS HALS H&Yo
D3 Dyen Jod8 ©TE Sored® P BT FLTOD (HE0)KRT) .
20508 OFFTIn (BETSOHTITT K SO GAHBH SrH SIch Babeod.

ST JOES® Soucho BErsw.
Please email to editor@tana.org
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TANA Leadership
Rises up to the

ALS ice Bucket
Challenge

Anjaiah Chowdary Lavu
Atlanta, GA

Mohan Nannapaneni
Southborough, MA

Ratna Mulpuri
Brunswick, NJ

Subba Kalla
South Riding, VA
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) . milli, pallas, ™
badmana Sanam, Nov, M! Rajesh Adusu

Cartoon by Mamatha Botchala

Mamtha is suffering from Brain Freeze
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RESOLVE, THY NAME 1S KAMALA!
Kamala Kanneganti

L ike most kids born here, | had been looking forward to college ever since
| could remember. The opportunity to live in a whole building filled with
people my age and be out of the watchful eyes of my parents was very ap-
pealing. | never worried about the actual reason peoplego to college: to study.

Of course, | knew in the back of my mind that this exciting college life
| dreamed of wasjust another, more difficult, stepping stoneto my next goal
- medical school. Because, you see, ever since | was young, medical school
was seen asthe natural progression: elementary school, middle school, high
school, college, and then medical school. Since my mother was a doctor, |
was exposed to the lifestyle. | saw many doctors working, and decided that
becoming adoctor isaresponsibleand attractivefuture - adiversefield where
| can help people directly.

In those days, applying to medical school appeared hazy and far away,
but now | have reached the point where medical school isthe next step and
very real. Since | moved back home from college for the summer, alarge
percentage of the conversations between my parents and | have been cen-
tered on how | would get into medical school. | worry enough about this
myself, but my parents seem to be able to vocalize all my thoughts and
amplify my fears about the application process.

"He just got rejected by that medical school... what more can they be
looking for? He has almost a perfect GPA and high percentile MCAT!"

"I was looking online... and | saw that this university has an average
of 32 MCAT! You should make sure you spend next summer studying!”

"l waslooking online... and | saw that medical schools have 1.5% ac-
ceptance rates! How will you get in?'

"Kamalamma...It's getting harder and harder to get into medical
school... perhaps you should spend a summer in Africa doing volunteer
work?"

As| was about to cross stitch a pillow with the saying '‘Medical schools
have a 1.5% acceptance rate', | found that this isn't actually true. Medical
schools have a 43.1% acceptance rate, in that, out of all the medical school
applicants, 43.1% end up matriculating into amedical school. However, the
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Kamala is a sophomore undergrad at the University of Michi-
gan. She is going to be majoring in Neuroscience and is cur-
rently working in a lab. She is originally from Grosse Pointe
Shores, Michigan.

ominous 1.5% number comes from the number of applicationsin every cycle,
not the students.

And as for medical school applications, what does a "successful" applicant
have? From what | have researched (which has been alot), applications need to
have a competitive GPA and MCAT, as one might assume, but there is a lot of
other extras that most people try to include. Hundreds of hours volunteering at a
hospital, dozens of hours shadowing physicians, research papers, charity work
in athird world country, invention of a new type of hospital scanner, and curing
aversion of cancer.

The last few may be an exaggeration, but at a competitive university like
the University of Michigan, AnnArbor, it can really feel that an application with
all of these isthe norm. Asthe elder child of a successful physician and a com-
puter scientist, it feels that all the eyes are on me, waiting to see what kind of
successful children these two highly successful people could churn out. In addi-
tion to this, many of my mother's colleagues and cousins have children my age,
and it's a subtle competition between all of usto see who can make it to medical
school. In redlity, | am sure that people aren't watching me that closely, but that
awareness and my dedication to my goal helps to drive me.

Since all of this pressure started to build up (even though the beginning of
this article suggests otherwise) | decided to start making resolutionsto relieve at
least some of it. I'm about to enter my second year of undergrad and | have made
alist of resolutions to help me focus on small achievements, instead of the |ofty
ultimate goal of getting into medical school. Hereby | resolve this year to be or-
ganized and neat; be healthy; and not fall behind on my school work.

To remind myself, | keep sticky notes around myself and on my computer.
If | ever get lazy or unmotivated, | can look around myself for my self-motiva-
tion and find it peeking out behind my biology book, on my ceiling, or inside my
closet. It reminds me to take each day one at atime, but to never lose sight of my
larger goals and aspirations. Or if my own fountain of motivation has run dry
and the situation is dire enough, | can call home and hear my parents lovingly
remind me about the neighbor's boy doing volunteer work in Timbuktu and ask
me, with just the right hint of worry, how my biology class is going. %
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L eavi ng high schooal, |
remember knowing very
little about American
politics. Everything | knew
was based on are quired
basic level civics class and
my participation in our
school's mock election that
happened during presiden-
tial election years. | also
remember winning the
election to be my senior
class vice president, but
looking back, that election
was not really political; it
was a glorified popularity
contest.What | do remem-
ber was being taught about
the apathy that the Ameri-
can electorate has towards
politics in general. Re-
cently, both the Congress
and the President seem to
haveconsistently low
approval ratings and the
gridlock between the
Republicans and the Demo-
crats creates an
underproductive govern-
ment.

IH(BE

Millennials are the

Future of America
Adi Sathi

With so many problems in the system, you may
ask yourself why, as a young person, you would
want to care about American politics. In my opin-
ion, there are three main answers to this question.
For one, millennials are a large part of the elector-
ate, but typically do not vote; if young people were
to become more organized, politicians would care
more about their vote, and, therefore, about their
issues. This would mean that for youth related
issues, such as higher education, elected officials
would have to be more considerate of the
millennial voice. As of now, education policyis not
usually made to be a priority by policy makers
because they know that it will have minimal effect
on their re-election campaigns. Increasing the
strength of the youth vote will make them care.

Secondly, it is important to note that it is only
amatter of time before today's millennials are the
politicians, business leaders, and entrepreneurs of
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tomorrow. Getting them engaged early on can
only lead to a better governmental system in
the future. Lastly, most people only pay atten-
tion to politics at the national level and tend to
discount the power of state and local govern-
ment. The impact that an increase in the
millennial voter base will have on the national
scale can be multiplied significantly at the state
and local levels.Also, more than 48 percent of
the 113th U.S. Congress was previously
elected to servein the state legidature, so
engaging with them at an early stage of their
political career will have long term benefits.

Looking back, | wish | would have been
more engaged with American politics at a
younger age. | now recognize the influence
that government has on our day-to-day lives.
Mobilizing the millennial vote will have both
short and long term impacts on the political
system at the local, state, and national level. If
this happens, | believe that the future political
leaders of America will be more engaged with
youth interests and create more impactful
change for our future generations to come. 3%

Adi Sathi
Executive Director,
Association of Big Ten Sudents

BA '13/MSW '14, University of Michigan

Adi Sathi is a graduate student at the
University of Michigan where he also
finished his undergraduate degree in
political science in May of 2013. He
was elected in August of 2013 to serve
as the Executive Director of the Asso-
ciation of Big Ten Sudentsto represent
the voice of over 540,000 studentsfrom
the 14 schoals in the Big Ten confer-
ence. He was also €l ected to be one of
the youngest members of Michigan's
11th Congressional District Republi-
can Committee (CDRC), a 25 person
committee that is dedicated to electing
Republican candidates at all levels
within the congressional district. Be-
cause of hispalitical activism, Adi was
recognized by Red Alert Politics on
their '30 Under 30' list for 2014.
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LOOKING FOR YOUNG WRITERS

TANA Patrika is looking for fresh writing from young Telugu people. If you are aged between 15
and 25 years, we want to read your submissions " Any topic Any genre/format " Essay, Musings,
Sory, Poem. Share your thoughts with us. Send your submissions to editor @ana.org
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